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ALIEN INTELLIGENCE:
AN INTRODUCTION TO AI FOR ARCHITECTS

Everyone is talking about Al these days. But what exactly is Al? How did it evolve? And wha potential 
does it have to influence the future? This lecture takes you on a roller coaster ride looking at the extraor-
dinary - but often somewhat terrifying - potential of what is arguably the most significant invention of 
humankind. The lecture concludes that we are about to face a radically different form of intelligence - 
an ‘alien intelligence’ - that will far exceed human intelligence, and completely transform the discipline 
of architecture.

Neil Leach is an architect and theorist. He teaches at Florida International University in the United 
States and has taught at many other prestigious schools of architecture, including the Architectural As-
sociation in the United Kingdom and the Graduate School of Design at Harvard University in the United 
States. He is a member of the European Academy and has been a NASA Innovative Advanced Concepts 
Fellow. He has published over 50 books on architecture and digital design, translated into six languages. 
He is also the English translator of De re aedificatoria by Leon Battista Alberti, from the original Latin.
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